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Unexpected Finds Protocol  Fig 8‐1 

In the event of an “unexpected find” 

Immediately cease work and contact Site Foreman (or similar) 

Site Foreman (or similar) to construct temporary barricading to prevent worker 
access to the unexpected substance(s) and install appropriate 

stormwater/sediment controls 

Site Foreman (or similar) to contact Principal and arrange inspection by 
Environmental Consultant 

Environmental Consultant to undertake detailed inspection and sampling & 
analysis in accordance with relevant EPA guidelines 

Environmental Consultant to assess field screening and/or analytical results 
against documented site assessment criteria  

If substance assessed as presenting 
an unacceptable risk to human health 

If substance assessed as 
not presenting an 

unacceptable risk to human 
health 

Site Foreman (or similar) to 
remove safety barricades 

and environmental controls 
and continue work 

Environmental Consultant to 
supervise remediation and undertake 

validation/clearance as per the 
remediation/validation/clearance 

plan. 

Site Foreman (or similar) to remove 
barricades and environmental controls 

and continue work.  

Environmental Consultant to submit assessment/validation/clearance for site 
auditor (if appointed) review and to Site Foreman (or similar) for distribution to 

Principal and, if required, appropriate regulatory authorities.  

Environmental Consultant to notify the client and Site Auditor (if appointed) 
regarding unexpected find 

Contaminated soil disposed of off-site, 
(disposal location and results of 
testing submitted to Planning 

Secretary) 




